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Workshop Attendees and General Themes
The workshop attracted more than 60 attendees, most from the mainland of China. Others came from the U.S.A, Canada, Germany, Japan, Singapore, Hong Kong, and Macao. The Chinese participants are mainly from universities (Tsinghua University, Nanjing University, Zhejiang University, Changsha Polytechnic University, East China Polytechnic University, North Jiaotong University, Harbin University of Technology, etc), from institutes of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (Institute of Computing Technology, Institute of Software, Institute of Automation), and from industrial companies (Real Time Graphics Inc., Beijing, Bell Company in Shanghai). A number of Ph.D. and M.S students attended as well. 
Plenary Talks
Some VR experts were invited to deliver plenary presentations during on the workshop. The topics for the talks are listed below, detail information of the talks is included in the accompanying CD-ROM of this special issue: (Director, VMSD, IMK-GMD, Germany) , and Prof. Mark Green (University of Alberta in Canada). After the ceremony, workshop attendees visited the CAVE environment, and saw very interesting demos brought from GMD in Germany and University of Albert in Canada. The software system AVOCARDO used for the first CAVE in China was given by the GMD of Germany under the support by the Int'l Cooperative Beauro of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Education of Germany. Special thanks go to Dr. Koepke, the director of the Beauro, and Mrs. Hongsernant.
Introduction to the Workshop Chairs
Dr. Martin Göebel is the Head of the Virtual Environments Research Division in the Institute for Media Communication of the German National Research Center for Information Technology (GMD). He is responsible for R&D projects in high performance interactive Scientific Visualization, Virtual Studios, Simulation and Virtual Environments. He established and coordinated the application-oriented Fraunhofer Demonstration Centers for Virtual Reality in Darmstadt and Stuttgart from 1993 to 1995. In 1996, he joined GMD where he developed the first European CAVE-like-set-up in Bonn. Dr. Martin Göebel received the PhD (Dr.-Ing.) in 1990 from Darmstadt University. He is the author and editor of several books on Graphics Standards, Visualization and Virtual Reality. He has chaired four Eurographics Workshops on Virtual Environments from 1993 to 1998. He has been the program cochair of the EUROGRAPHICS 95 and 98 conference, the conference co-chair of the Virtual Enviromnments'98 conference and has been program committee member of many Conferences in VR and visualization for years. Martin Göebel is a member of the IEEE Computer Society, the EUROGRAPHICS Association and the German Computer Society (GI). He is member of the editorial advisory board of the international journal Computers & Graphics.
